Rev. Fr. Thomas Alencherry HGN
A Short Biography

Rev. Fr. Thomas Alencherry was born on 3™ March 1925 as the fourth of the seven
children of God-fearing parents Mr. Augustine and Mrs. Rosamma at Kurichi in
Kerala. At the age of eight, he lost his parents and was entrusted to the care of his
grandmother who, in course of time remained as a great source of inspirationand
encouragement to foster his vocation to priesthood. In 1946, he completed the
tenth standard in St. Berckman’s high school, changanssery. As he completed the
10" standard, he wrote to the Archbishop of Madras, seeking admission in the

Seminary. Meanwhile he worked as a teacher.

After having received a positive reply from the Archbishop, on 3" July1949, Fr.
Thomas arrived at the Sacred Heart Seminary, Poonamallee to begin his seminary
formation. During his philosophical studies he made his option for the Diocese of
Vijayawada. On 23" April 1959, Fr. Thomas was ordained as priest along with his
companions at Sacred Heart Seminary, Poonamallee. Soon after the ordination, he
was appointed at Denddaluru for two months as the assistant parish priest before
moving to Bhyravapatanam (1960-1969) to serve the people over there for ten
years. Later he was appointed as the parish priest of Kamavarappukotta (1969-

1974) for five years.

He served the diocese of Vijayawada by being the parish priest of Mogultura
(1974-1981) for seven years and four years at Bhimavaram (1981-1984). At
Bhimavaram he had the God given opportunity to celebrate the silver jubilee of his
priestly ordination to thank God and his people. It was in the plan of God that Fr.

Thomas became a close associate of Rev. Dr. Jose Kaimlett, our founder, to



establish the missionary Society of Heralds of Good News in October 14, 1984 and

to become one of its pioneer members.

He shared the responsibility by being the Assistant Director General of the Society
for the first term and being the General Councilor for a term. During these years
Fr. Thomas was appointed as the Rector of the Heralds of GoodNews Minor
Seminary at Kurukuru (1984-1988) and the parish priest at Vellachithalagudem
(1986-1989) and later as the correspondent of the school at Prathippadu for few
years. He also assisted father founder for the construction of Heralds College,
Trichy and the sisters of Good News convent at Vegavaram. Once again Fr.
Thomas had the opportunity to be the Parish Priest and render the service at
Enkoor (1995-1998) in the diocese of Khammam. He once again took up the
charge as the Rector of Heralds of Good News Minor Seminary, Kurukuru (1999-
2008) for another nine years. During these years he served as the parish priest of
Kurukuru Parish as well. Later in the years 2008-2009 he was appointed as the

Director of Good News Press.

He served as the Spiritual Director in St. Joseph’s Major Seminary, Khammam in
the years 2009-2012. From 2012-2022 he spent his years of retirement life in our

Priest home atPampady.

He was a just and zealous priest all through his life. We always saw him active and
full of pastoral zeal. During his retirement he used to sit in front of the Eucharistic
Lord for hours. On 12.05.2022 he was called for eternal life.

Obituary Note by His Beatitude Mar George Cardinal Alencherry




N

George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop
Syro-Malabar Church

Prot. No. 0477/2022 16.05.2022

@RMIGUII2INAVECMBUDo

@GR LICORIG] 6NUa0). BmIAM @203 M2)OBOLJOAUB B0 (nflo®om)o
208QRAwl2OWIE)M). MEelbdleam 680) @laimd). @rEccEDIS 26meowloyam
2lavd  ©eaImMY0 RNIOOOIOGE  @RAITVIMUBIITVOAINE OO TV) Al 2
060QIBHG(U0aH 003!

@MW alc3wloal allR@aWw ojuowlege oflmls agend )ald@lenacsmento
@@ GIVAIMoe  @ald®aaTlo)IMd.  @rallseon (WoaaEBglcd  oemVasIgics
VIO 2IT®) al0QIOa]S @RS00 maileratavemsuale Rlalmomimoainiaw
BOOIHAVA0IWEBBJo MABMHOM  @REGa0o  @REHTMo @RWIMla)). CHIATVAiOM
aIGlajOMBRAIOOLI00  @RAIOMEN)Ca]) MoMOGISNEMINT  @RBJ0  af)S)Om)
alo@)aN® @26 2la(366) 2 1M O OMH) 012 jo6N).

NIa0}.  CMORMVYOM  AaHBO2IDMIODTINMD  anLIIBRIW 80) (VoRIAIMWIET)
0a00BWM 8920 V)W MPM oA’ eeaiEle: MOMLOPIVIVNOOWIOG  TLOOAIMo.
BINIMIROEMIBaOMIV  GROMS  OOGACSS @R2JEMIS) GaBmMMIN) &m qVEd
MReOOBINMR NI EDIG3 DY alB:)AIa0lE0)A0M  e®IAMIAM)  mlewow
MW af)MBS® @RANMacMIwac® 2B @WOLNOBDNI 06T, @Ry AVAJaOGWIA
aflel  enpablS)®»B  eMAlSH2100) @RBISHORI  @ROUEEIBESIS)0  (al0VOREO2IBM)
COmISYo @EGaO0 GaIB@AMMIM) (alaI3OSay).

al00IHAISAIGRIS  afM@EINEI  B)S)oEMINNBBERIS)0 )0l ]lo00cWIsS)e @Ry
@PS)ajalo aﬁemmwmmggmgmomflmgmg. fNIn0).  GMODMVYOMW O
BnIMVIE 80) @RUBEMOMIoRIMIWI] MonITWlajO)  amOEMIBHMM). @RATS
oo} ammilad eesaNniglo)es almm gsmdmmd omm mmdeonod @MMDG]a))
0 HOBHOS.

aD).  COIDMVLD)  BRYEOIW eesaailvanavanoe (210B@OMIOO 21Dy LYo
eM2oWlo)an). af)OMLI00  (al@]d)LIMoRAIEBRUS @o® Rlaloowlcen quewleen
Moeailen)emioud OOBAUOMIOHM  alzb@W]0 @RAIOWEI0  CMIBEBHNEMIMB  @R2JM)
SFleomloyam).

(e P@OWlss jomleloesmesleno MROSOGOIBHO)0  @PYOG  BEsSMom)elo 80)
Mo EMIOWo  PENBERID. )R MaygemBB)o BOE20SNM  ©OBAl  ECMIATVOWR
GQIBalOS)o M@)HN) LIRMOSE] 20Q%0. MHOVIEMIADMOIVW HOBAIS 6NUa0), ORI VET ()]
WI®ITVDERIN 0 MaBHs] ®E0m) af)an) M2)He 904} ailvoirslesoo. Whlootle
@208 Mm2Hm)GAIME]l 20w MU0 QlaOlag)o. Mm2)OS (al0d@mDmassodawlens alwl.
S)Beniom  @pdq jemamileno a0}, CMOAMVOM  GaIBOmMIO)Omo0. @263
GQIBaloslad Mm@y eMEos:)am BRAICDITCE M2)B9) aldMalOo @RYUWIITIO MGIB:00.
@O  @OS)OD  &)S)onIonaBEss  aleilo @RRIGHI] ]S oMIABIHM)0
)0l2]l saiswpsw)o TLEWOSMNHM®)o @RM)EUDI2IMo IS @Rolwlen)am).

The Syro - Malabar Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Mount St. Thomas, P.B.No. 31 10, P.O. Kakkanad, Kochi - 682 030, Kerala, India

Tel: (0484) 2424780, 2424768, 2426235; Fax: (0484) 2422727. E-mail: majorarchbishop@gmail.com, Website:www.syromalabarchurch.in



George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop
Syro-Malabar Church

fMla0).  COOAMVAM  ERRAVLINW)(W)H  OalPOAUMIO)M  B)alMd:Sleel
OA@OMICOOS)0 aBENE 0}aIM®OS DI @REIAIB] R® 0001 CaldSead
afl®oailemosie allRaW 0JaIO®OS HA®INT @REIAIBY IR 000l HMBNEMOS]
allmoailemosie  allR@aneo  OIO®)NS  OA@IMPe  MD  WAUTVLMIB00
UMD DEYBHOBABDI0 Aablend®)o H2IYAD GRElQIM ETVENIOYY LB
OMEMHCOMEBIR  all®oailemosio Ha0oBUWMS &oad W) mHMS qVOODIOM
Maf1clwd RBMOGE MIa0). 20O H8S160052JEMS)e BalalmBauynd ma|1cld
a0}, HAVEAIMD  LIDAVO2JEMIS)o  CMIAMVYNW  MVaO(AlUIGOM 0D ag)elo
000I3le00S)o  MVMIMI®EIS)e  AlNMVIGHEBIS)MBS  @PMYEUWaIMo D
@RAUMOODIG3 MM @RG1VEe)aM).

afl. ameeal @0 Al0WMM)EAINL! NIad). E®IBMVAM) ‘lailmo (ln@ano
20emo 80} emgan‘2@] (adlell 1:21) @001LOYlEHM) HIOYEMIAUIMOD  SHBEMOA]
CMOBMV2|M) MI®}0000T M@:)B000He5! HacAIEBIAT MSE)@!

‘FMWM%

&OGIMowd eRodmeE @reIceIC]
Mle0oaaInndmME)es cand @yda] milaq]

The Syro - Malabar Major Archiepiscopal Curia
Mount St. Thomas, P.B.No. 3110, P.O. Kakkanad, Kochi - 682 030, Kerala, India

Tel: (0484) 2424780, 2424768, 2426235; Fax: (0484) 2422727. E-mail: majorarchbishop@gmail.com, Website:www.syromalabarchurch.in



Obituary Note by Very Rev. Dr. Mathew Kallikatt HGN, Superior General of
Heralds of Good News

Dear and Most Rev. Bishop Sebastian, Rev. Fathers Provincials, Rev. Fathers, Sisters,Brothers,
relations of Fr. Thomas Alencherry and dear friends,

As we say good bye to Fr. Thomas Alencherry | express my deep sentiments of condolences to
all the members of Heralds of Good News, especially to the HGN St. Paul Province and tothe
bereaved family of late Fr. Thomas Alanchery. Most of us have very fond memories of late
Fr.ThomasAlanchery. He was many things to any people who came in contact with him. He was
an ardent missionary, a caring pastor, a formator for the seminarians, a docile Co-worker to the
Founder, a mentor for the young congregations, a confessor for many Rev. Sisters, an educator,
beloved Alan to his close friends, a constructor etc. More than anything else he was a wonderful
human being and a faithful priest.

As | recall my long association with him, the first thing that comes to my mind is his enthusiasm
for the mission work, Even in his advanced age he was never found wanting in his zeal for
visiting the villages on motor cycle for the ministry. The parishners of Bairavapatnam,
Kamavaruppukotta, Mogalturu and Bhimavaram recall even today his zeal for the mission. His
devotion to the Eucharist and the Breviary is worth imitating. When he was staying at the
generalate (before moving to Pampady) | came to the generalate one day. It was already close to
10 p.m and | went to the chapel to make a visit. There was no light burning and | presumed the
chapel to be empty. To my surprise there was Fr. Alencherry making the Way of the Cross. In
short he was a man of prayer.

Many of our priests belonging to the earlier batches were his students and they experienced his
love and concern. He was a caring father to them. He was noted for his love for the young
college going students who needed support. While he was serving as the parish priest of
Bhimavaram, he provided accommodation for the college students in the church campus and
today many of them are well placed in the society. When Fr. Jose Kaimlett received permission
from the then bishop of Eluru to found Heralds of Good News, Fr. Thomas Alencherry was one
of the first priests to be contacted by him. Bishop John appointed Fr. Thomas Alencherry as the
Superior of Heralds of Good News, before the election of Rev. Fr. Jose Kaimlett as the first
Director General by the pioneer members on 2 February 1985. This only shows the appreciation
and good standing Fr.Alencherry had in the mind of the late bishop. His commitment to Heralds
of Good News was steadfast and rock solid even when there was doubt and confusion when the
Society was beset with difficulties. In the formative years of the Society, he was in charge of the
construction works of the Minor Seminary at Kurukkuru, St. Mary’s School, Tadepalligudem,
the novitiate of Good News Sisters at Vegavarametc, to mention a few. His transparency in
financial matters was always

noteworthy. His life style was frugal and he had very limited needs. In other words he lived
within his means. He was a man of few possessions and only humble tastes and a total teetotaler.
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To those who are health conscious, he is a practical health manual. Though Fr.Alanchery was of
docile and meek demure, he was very firm in his convictions and principles and he had
considered opinion on the given matters. This | have witnessed firsthand when | had the privilege
to have him as a councillor in my previous administration. We can go on enumerating his
qualities and the list will be very long and he lived a full life. He has shown us that being a good
priest is more important than counting our achievements in the structures one puts up.

Dear Fr. Alanchery, as we say good bye now, we promise to live your legacy in our dailywalks
of life. We look forward to your powerful intercession. We are sure Jesus will welcome you to
the eternal abode with the same words he said to Nathaniel: “Here is truly an Israelite in whom
there is no guile Jn 1,47.

May his Soul Rest in Peace.
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